The Presidents & The Constitution Internet Scavenger Hunt
1.   America’s First Constitution! 

__________ Once they won their independence, the colonies needed to form a new government. What was the name given to the plan of government they adopted on November 15, 1777? (Read both pages) 

2.  A Man Whom Everyone Trusted 

__________ In Philadelphia in 1787, a hero of the American Revolution was chosen to preside over the Constitutional Convention. Who was he? (Click on painting to enlarge.) 

3.  Virginia Plan or New Jersey Plan? 
__________ Here’s a chart comparing two early plans for the Constitution. In which plan would the executive (President) be elected by a two-house legislature? 

4.  Who Wrote the Constitution? 
__________James Madison is credited with writing much of the Constitution. In honor of his hard work, by what nickname is he sometimes known? 

5.  Legislative Branch, Judicial Branch, and the ..... 
__________ The Constitution outlines three branches of government. What is the name of the branch which is headed by the President? 

 

6.   Are You Qualified for This Job? 
__________ Article II of the Constitution clearly states the qualifications a candidate must fulfill in order to become President. What is the minimum age for a Presidential candidate? 

7.   A Job With Many Titles 
__________ According to the Constitution, one of the President’s most important jobs is leader of the nation’s armed forces. What title comes with that job? 

8.   It’s a Job with Checks and Balances, Too! 
__________ Clearly, the Executive Branch has a lot of power. But the other two branches can prevent the President from becoming too powerful. What can Congress do if the President vetoes a bill that Congress really wants to become a law? (Scroll down to the diagram.) 

9.   A Forceful First President! 

__________ President Washington wanted to demonstrate the authority of the new federal government. What was the name of the 1794 rebellion in Pennsylvania that he put down by a show of force? (Scroll down to “Our First President”) 

10.   To Buy or Not to Buy? 
__________ President Jefferson wasn’t sure if the Constitution gave him the power to buy land for the United States. But it was such a good deal, that he decided to go ahead with it anyway. What was the name of the huge tract of land that he bought from France in 1803? 

 

11.   Civil War Tests the Constitution 
__________ President Lincoln didn’t believe the Constitution gave individual states the right to secede. He was prepared to go to war to preserve the Union and the Constitution. At the end of the Civil War, which emerged stronger - the federal government or the states? 

12.   Free at Last! Free at Last! 

__________ The Constitution does not allow a President to create laws. However, he can propose bills and issue proclamations. What famous 1863 proclamation did Lincoln issue, one which eventually led to a change in the Constitution - the 13th Amendment. 

13.   President Wilson Supports Votes for Women! 

__________ Although they pledge to defend the Constitution, many Presidents have actively helped to change it. President Wilson supported the 19th Amendment, which gave women the right to vote. In what year was the 19th Amendment finally ratified? 

14.   A Popular Guy in the White House! 
__________ President Washington established the tradition of serving only two terms. However, President Franklin Roosevelt ignored the tradition and was elected 4 times! Shortly after his death, Congress acted to limit the power of the Presidency by a Constitutional Amendment which allowed all future Presidents only two terms. Which amendment was it ? 

15.   An Ambitious President Cut Down to Size 
__________ FDR unsuccessfully challenged the Constitution when he wanted to change the makeup of another branch of government. According to this political cartoon of the time, which institution was FDR trying to “pack” with judges who would support his New Deal? 

 

16.   A Decisive Commander-in-Chief 
__________ The Constitution states that one of the President’s jobs is Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. In that capacity, what important decision did President Truman make near the end of World War II? (Scroll down to the picture of Truman.) 

17.   Who’s in Charge Here? 
__________ Sometimes the Constitution limits the President’s power, and sometimes a President uses the Constitution to limit the power of others. During the Korean War, President Truman asserted civilian control over of a rebellious general. Who was that general? 

18.   A President Defends the Constitutional Rights of African Americans 

__________ In 1957, President Eisenhower enforced the 14th Amendment rights of nine African American students to an equal education. What was the name of the high school in Little Rock, Arkansas, where the Constitution was used to challenge state segregation laws? 

19.   JFK in a Crisis! 

__________ According to the Constitution, the President is both Commander-in-Chief and the nation’s chief diplomat. In October of 1962, President Kennedy was called upon to use all his diplomatic skills to resolve an international crisis. What was the name of that crisis? 

20.   LBJ Leads the Way on Civil Rights! 
__________ The Constitution empowers the President to submit proposed legislation to Congress for consideration. President Johnson pushed for the passage of two important civil rights laws, the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the _?_ of 1965. 

 

21.   Ni Hao, Mr. President! 
__________ The Constitution empowers the President to make treaties with foreign countries. However, this power is limited by the Senate’s right to approve or reject those treaties. To which foreign nation did President Nixon make an historic visit in 1972? 

22.   A Presidential Scandal! 
__________ The Constitution authorizes Congress to impeach and remove a President for serious crimes. What was the name of the scandal which caused President Nixon to resign the Presidency rather than face the possibility of impeachment? 

23.   Checks and Balances on the Commander! 

________ Although the President is Commander-in-Chief, he is limited in his power to wage war. According to the Constitution, only Congress can declare war. What was the name of the war which President Bush asked Congress for permission to fight? 

24.  Even the President Needs Help! 
__________ Article II, section 2 of the Constitution allows the President to have a group of advisers called the Cabinet. Scroll through this gallery of President Bush’s Cabinet members. Who is the current Secretary of State? 

25.   Commander-in-Chief on Board! 

________ Scroll through these photos of President Bush visiting U.S. troops during the Iraq War. What is the name of the battleship that is hosting his visit? 

26.   Test Your Constitution Skills! 
___________ How many did you get right on this Constitution quiz? 

