Mr. Guthrie's Industrial Revolution Internet Scavenger Hunt

1.  Inventing America 
______________An early American inventor was Robert Fulton. What did he invent? 

2.  First Power Sources 
______________For an animated look at how a 19th century sawmill worked, scroll down and click on "Sawmill." What provides the power to move the cutting blade? 

3.   Mills Need Rivers 
______________America's Industrial Revolution got its start in places like Lowell, MA, where textile mills were built. Here's a map and some pictures of the Lowell Mills. On what river were the mills located? 

4.   "Industrial Strength Working Hours!" 
______________Here's a copy of the daily schedule the Lowell "Mill Girls" were expected to follow. They began work at 6:30 am on summer mornings. At what time did they stop? 

5.   How old? 
______________ What was the age range for most of the Lowell Mill Girls? 

 

6.   Workers Speak Up 
_______________Read the brief background note on the "Ten Hour Movement". Click on the red "View our Petition." Read the petition, then some kids' comments and poems. Would you sign the petition? 

7.   Working Girls Protest! 
_______________What war was going on in 1863 that took the men away, forcing women and girls to find jobs to support themselves and their families? 

8.   The Boardinghouses 
______________The Mill Girls usually lived in company boarding houses. How many Mill Girls lived together in one of the Lowell boarding houses? 

9.   Letters to Home 
______________One of the Lowell Mill Girls wrote these letters home to her family. Read the letter she wrote on April 12, 1846. From which state did all the girls in her boardinghouse come? 

10.   Long Before Cell Phones..... 
________________Here's a photograph of Morse's original telegraph. It had many uses, including making transportation safer. Morse's first telegraph line went from Washington, D.C. to what other city? 

 

11.   Who Invented the Sewing Machine? 
________________Here's a photo of another American invention - a sewing machine. This man's 1853 invention still sells today and the machines still carry his name! What was his last name? 

12.   The Great Railroad Race 
______________One of the great accomplishments of the Industrial Revolution in America was the transcontinental railroad. Which president ordered the creation of this railroad? 

13.   California Can Feed the Nation 
______________The invention of what type of railroad car made it possible for California to ship its products around the nation and to become the nation's #1 agricultural producer? 

14.   Coal Mining 
______________Coal provided the power that drove the steam engines of the Industrial Revolution. Scroll through these photos of coal miners at work. How would you describe their working conditions? 

15.   Immigrants in the Workforce 
______________In 1860, what percentage of Boston's female industrial workforce was made up of immigrants? 

 

16.   Manufacturing Production Expands in the World 
______________According to Table # 1, in 1870 the U.K. led the world in manufacturing production. By 1913, which two nations had surpassed the U.K. in production? 

17.   The Beginnings of Oil Production 
______________One of the biggest figures of the Industrial Revolution developed the modern petroleum (oil) industry by forming the Standard Oil Company. What was his name? 

18.   George Washington Carver 
______________Here’s a photograph of George Washington Carver. What agricultural product did he find hundreds of uses for? 

19.   Who Gets the Leftovers? 
________________Industrial businessmen were often portrayed as ruthless and greedy in political cartoons of the period. Who is shown as getting only scraps after the rich men's feast? 

20.   His Heart Was in His Work! 
______________One of the great industrialists of the 19th century is pictured here. He gave millions of dollars to build public libraries, including the Brockton Public Library. What is his name? 

 

21.   Child Labor 
______________Look at this photograph of young children working in a Massachusetts textile mill. How old do you think these boys are? 

22.   The Early Job Market 
______________Here's a whole page of photos about child labor 100 years ago. Scroll down through them. (Enlarge any photo by clicking on it.) Name one of the jobs children are shown doing. 

23.   Life in the Workshop 
______________Read this brief description of working conditions in a sweatshop. How many hours did the young women in a typical sweatshop work each day? 

24.   Messages from Overseas 
______________Marconi is usually credited with inventing the wireless telegraph (radio). In what year did Marconi first receive radio signals from across the Atlantic Ocean? 

25.   Lights! Cameras! Action! 
______________If you love movies, then you should thank one of the great inventors of the Industrial Revolution. Scroll down to find the American inventor who created the first motion picture camera in 1892.If you love movies, then you should thank this famous inventor. Name another invention by this very productive genius. 

 

26.   Fresh Off the Assembly Line 
______________A manufacturing technique which made mass production possible was the assembly line. Which American industrialist first used the assembly line to manufacture cars? 

27.   Early Automobiles Hit the Road 
______________Read this brief article about early automobiles. (Click "Motor On" to advance to the next section.) Name one of the automobile's main competitors. Hint: it produced tons of manure! 

