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STAAR: Social Studies Flash/Study Cards (1-6)

Dear Student: Cut out the cards below, write the title on the reverse side, and see how many facts you can recall from each card when you select it from a pile. 
Game Idea: With a partner or small group ... scramble the cards in a pile ... each person randomly selects a card and tries to recall as many facts as they can from that card ... score a point for each correct fact ... the person (or team) with the most points wins!! 
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Reasons for the Establishment of
the English Colonies

+ Political. England’s rulers wanted wealth and
power.

+ Economic. European investors hoped to make
huge profits; colonists came to obtain their
own land and opportunity: Virginia, the
Carolinas.

+% Religion. Many groups founded colonies to
freely practice their religion: Pilgrims, Puri-
tans, Catholics, Quakers

Declaration of Independence

+ Issued by the Second Continental Congress on
July 4, 1776.

+% Written mainly by Thomas Jefferson.

+ Stated the reasons why the colonies were
declaring independence.

+ Announced the purpose of government was to
protect people’s unalienable rights. People had
a right to overthrow an oppressive government.

+% Listed colonial grievances against King
George III

: Key Individuals

: +% Benjamin Franklin - Statesmen; supporter of
1 colonial unity

{ +% Samuel Adams - Leader of the movement for
I independence

: % King George III - Supported attempts to dis-
1 cipline colonists

: + Thomas Paine - Advocate for independence,
1 wrote Common Sense

: + Thomas Jefferson - Drafted the Declaration

I of Independence

+% George Washington - Commanded Continen-
tal Army during the American Revolution
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American Revolution

i <% Proclamation of 1763

<+ British Taxation without Representation:
e Stamp Act (1765)
< (Quartering of British Troops (Boston Massacre)
+ Boston Tea Party (1773)
+ Fighting at Lexington and Concord (1775)
+ British surrender at Saratoga (1777)
<+ British surrender at Yorktown (1781)
+ Treaty of Paris (1783)

Grievances Listed in the
Declaration of Independence
+ King imposed taxes without consent.

% King deprived colonists of their rights of rep-
resentation.

+% King kept large standing army among
colonists.

+# King quartered troops in colonists” homes
without their consent.

% King deprived colonists of a trial by jury.

Articles of Confederation

+ Strengths

® Kept nation united during Revolution
e Passed the Northwest Ordinance
+% Weaknesses

® No navy or standing army

® No power to tax

e No national executive

® No national court system

All 13 states had to agree to amend




